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The Lake Advisory Board held their regular monthly meeting at the Town of Lake Lure 

Municipal Center on Monday, the 3rd day of August, 2015 at 3:30 p.m.  

 

Attendees: 

Mark Helms (chairperson) 

Joe Pritchett             

Derek Papesh  

Dan Breneman 

Gary Johnson 

Gary Hasenfus 

Bill Ashman  

Dean Givens, Dir. Lake Ops. 

Clint Calhoun, Environment 

Mgmt. Officer 

Mary Ann Silvey (council 

liaison) 

Chris Braund (Town Manager) 

 

Non-Attending Members: 

Guests: 

Mayor Bob Keith 

Blaine Cox 

Stephen Webber 

Patricia Maringer 

Betty Ross 

Sonya Ledford 

Tour Manager Steve Miller 

H.W. Hunt 

    David Klett

 

Call to Order: 

 

 Chairperson Mark Helms called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. 

 

Approval of the minutes: 

 

 Gary Johnson made a motion to approve the July 6, 2015 regular meeting minutes as 

presented. Derek Papesh seconded and the vote of approval was unanimous. 

 

Public Forum: 

 

Blaine Cox thanked board members for their service on the board. 

 

David Klett stated that the term “peak season” is used on the boat permit application, but that 

peak season is not defined on the form. Staff agreed to look into correcting the issue. 

 

Mr. Klett also stated that he believes the lake level stays about a foot lower than it used to 

creating an issue in his boat house. The board explained that the operator of the dam lives 20-30 



Town of Lake Lure - Lake Advisory Board 
- Minutes of Regular Monthly Meeting - 

Page 2 of 3 

minutes from the dam so the lake level stays slightly lower since the operator no longer lives at 

the dam. The board also explained that the dam operator operates conservatively in order to 

generate as much revenue as possible. Environmental Management Officer Clint Calhoun stated 

that the dam operates on a 6 inch differential and that when the area has little rain it takes longer 

with the lake to “recharge” once lowered.   

 

Individual Meeting Reports and Actions: 

 

Lake Operations Department – Dean Givens reviewed the department’s report that was sent to 

board members by email prior to the meeting.  

 

The board discussed potential reasons the water samples are all within the acceptable range this 

month including low amounts of rain and the aerators that were installed near the beach area. 

 

Town Council / Marine Commission Liaison Report – None 

 

Fishery & Ecosystem – Gary Hasenfus reported: 

 

 No Report  

 

Lake Structures – Gary Johnson reported: 

 

 No Report 

 

Emergency Preparedness & Response – Dan Breneman: 

 

 Mr. Breneman stated that he has been working with the Lake Operations Department and 

presented a draft emergency preparedness plan for the board to review and discuss at a 

later meeting.  

 

Dredging & Watershed Stabilization – Joe Pritchett reported:  

 

 Mr. Pritchett stated that it needs to be determine if the $100,000 allotted last fiscal year 

for dredging (other than in the main) will be available every year and if so, who is 

responsible for allocating how much of the funds is distributed and where it should be 

distributed. 

 

Water Quality – Bill Ashman reported: 

 

 No Report  

 

Regulations & Law Enforcement – Derek Papesh reported: 
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 Mr. Papesh has been working with Dean Givens concerning a plan for measuring boats. 

 

Other Business 

 

Discussion of 2016 Boat Permits Rates (Consider Creating a Non-property Owner Commercial 

Rate for 2016) –   

 

The board discussed the rate of change in boat permit fees over the past 10 years and a 

potentially creating a rate for nonresidents nonnotarized boat permits (currently nonresidents pay 

a high rate than residents for motorized boat, but residents and nonresidents pay the same rate for 

nonmotorized permits) 

 

Dan Breneman and Gary Johnson agreed to work together to prepare ideas for 2016 boat permits 

to be reviewed at the next meeting 

 

Presentation and Discussion of Lake Lure Tours Proposed Operation Plan –  

 

Sonya Ledford and Steve Miller were present to discuss the proposed operation plan for Lake 

Lure Tour and asked that the tour guides be allowed to get their boats up to 2,100 RPMs stating 

that going a little faster can actually produce less wake and the proposed speed increase would 

allow their lake tours to more easily fit within their one hour allotted time frame.  

 

Bill Ashman made a motion to keep the no-wake map currently in Lake Lure Tour’s agreement 

as it is, but change the 1800 RPM maximum to 2100 RPM at the discretion of the driver. The 

motion did not carry. 

 

After further discussion the board asked Lake Lure Tours management to bring a proposal in 

writing to the next meeting for review. 

 

 

Adjournment: Bill Ashman made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:05 p.m. Dan Breneman 

seconded the motion and the vote of approval was unanimous. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
________________________________ 

Andrea H. Calvert, Town Clerk 

 
 

 


